
 

 

HARRIET HILL  Died 30th March 1787    Memorial 87 
    Age 10 months 
 
The memorial for Harriet Hill was found under a spoil heap in the graveyard 
with the bottom of the stone missing.  The inscription states that Harriet was 
interred in a vault beneath the stone.  The Dissenters Graveyard Accounts 
Book records on 4th April 1787 (the day Harriet was buried) “Rec.d of Mr Thos 
Hill for opening late Mr Geo. Sealys Cave now sold to him by late Sealy’s 
Assignee (Mr Howell) 10/- “.1  The accounts show that George Sealy paid 
15/- “…for a cave for his son” on 6 March 1754.2   
 
Harriet was the sixth child of Thomas and Rebecca Hill and was born on  
12 May 1786.3  Thomas Hill, a Woolstapler, married Rebecca Haydon (a 
minor) with the consent of her mother, Ann Haydon,  on 21st September 1776 
at St Mary Major in Exeter.4  Both Thomas and Rebecca were residents of 
that parish.  The witnesses were Prudence Grant and Mary Haydon.  
Rebecca’s father, Benjamin Haydon, a Fuller, had died the previous year and 
was buried at St Mary Major, Exeter on 26 January 1775.5  In his will he left 
Rebecca £2000, to be paid, when she was 21.6  Thomas and Rebecca had 
ten children.  The first three children were baptised at St Mary Major.  The 
other children were baptised at Bow Street Meeting House and five, including 
Harriet, were buried in the Dissenters Graveyard.  No memorial stones have 
been found commemorating other members of the family.  Rebecca Hill was 
buried in the Dissenters Graveyard on 29 March 17927.  Following Rebecca’s 
death Thomas remarried in Barnstaple.  He was living in Sidmouth at the 
time.  Thomas died on Thursday 12th May 1803 in Budleigh and was buried 
in the Dissenters Graveyard on 17 May 1803.8  It is not known whether the 
family were buried in the same cave. 
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