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A fine Portland limestone chest 

tomb with side panels and a 

ledger stone set on piers 

commemorates the death of 

James Prentice in 1810. 

According to a report in the 

Dublin Evening Post1 , James 

was a student at Trinity College 

Dublin and died on 5th February 

1810, “..at his lodgings near the 

city of Exeter, aged 19”.  He 

was described as the only child 

of Thomas Prentice of Armagh. 

Sadly, James was the only remaining child of Thomas and Rose Prentice.  Two other 

children, Jane (b. 1787, d. 1806) and Rose Anne (b. 1791, d. 1807) pre-deceased 

James and both their parents.2   

No information has yet been found to explain why James was in Exeter.  He entered 

Trinity College Dublin on 4th July 1808, aged 17, as a pensioner.3  His father was 

described as Generosus (Lat. Gentleman), indicating that the family was moderately 

wealthy, and likely to have been merchants or tradespeople.4,5  His schoolmaster is 

recorded as “Mr Carpendale”3 and this refers to Revd. Thomas Carpendale A.M., 

headmaster of the Royal School Armagh (1786-1817).6  James did not matriculate 

from Trinity College Dublin – he died in the second year of his tuition. 

It has not been discovered as yet who paid for James’s grave and who commissioned 

the stonework for his tomb.  The plot cost 16 shillings – the sum resolved by the 

Committee of Georges Meeting in September 1809 for a ‘common grave’ of a ‘non-

member of the United or Mint congregation or who have not relatives already buried 
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there...’  Permission to erect a tomb over the grave would have cost an additional 4 

guineas, excluding the price for the stone and mason work. 

James’s death was commemorated in “Elegiack Stanzas: On the death of Rosanna 

and James Prentice, children of Thomas Prentice Esq., of the City of Armagh” by 

James Stuart, a historian and writer, and school friend of his father.7  

From stanza 10: 

Lo! To the grave descends the darling boy, 
Entombed in anguish and embalmed in tears, 

And with him fled the lonely ray of joy, 
That beamed across the winter of their years. 

 
Friend of my youth, I feel thy sorrows mine! 

Methinks I listen to thy plaintive moan, 
My heart-strings beat with ev’ry pulse of thine, 
My breast responsive echoes groan for groan. 

 
For much I loved thy son forever gone, 
From all thy hopes untimely torn away, 

E’en at the moment when youths op’ning dawn, 
Gave glorious promise of life’s coming day. 

 
Him, Mem’ry oft shall to thy soul restore, 

And joy shall warm thee with a doubtful beam, 
And thou shalt fondly gaze his image ov’r, 
Then weep to find that image but a dream. 
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